walter t. wilson but as a nation guided by the "true" and "most excellent" philosophy, 7 by which he means that it has been established according to laws and customs that constitute "the best politeia," 8 or constitution, which, as such, accords with the divine, cosmic πολιτεία.
9
Of the six virtues mentioned in the Exposition, the fi rst fi ve would have been immediately recognizable as proper members of the philosophical (especially Platonic) canon. 10 Philo's sixth item, however, φιλανθρωπία or "humanity," would have been, as David Konstan puts it, "a newcomer to the classical list of virtues." 11 Questions arise, then, as to why (especially given his Platonic proclivities) Philo would devote such a long and rather involved treatise to the subject and what criteria he may have observed in the selection and organization of its contents.
Mosaic Humanity and Philonic Apologetics
Contemporary scholarship on the Exposition has generally tended to take Philo's arguments about φιλανθρωπία as a contribution to the commentary's broader apologetic agenda. 12 The following comments from Katell Berthelot's monograph, which includes the fullest and most recent treatment of De humanitate, are typical: "The presentation of the
